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Mandy Stewart’s holiday souvenir -
a tree trunk - presented interior
designer Brenda Gibson with a
genuinely unique challenge when
transforming the master suite of the
Stewarts’ south-west London home

" Words Amelia Thorpe Pictures James Balston and Darren Chung
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A freestanding bath
. y positioned in the centre
= of the room adds

a luxurious note
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|t was technically
quite a challenge
to get the tree
installed safely

Brenda Gibson,
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d velvet and silk Fabrics in rich colours and different textures -
0 the bedroom, leading to the en suite /
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- d the inspiration
for the room’s décor

l‘unn Duravit Vero basins are mounted
' on a bespoke unit finished in burn

orange lacquer

nterior designer Brenda Gibson of Complete Interior Co
I says she had never before heard the words ‘tree trunk’ and

‘shower screen’ combined in one sentence. But there’s a . =
first time for everything, and when client Mandy Stewart let ~ - bUS Iness prOﬁ I e
her know she had bought a banyan tree trunk in New York ‘ i
and was planning to ship it over to make a shower screen, COfnplEte Interlqr Co

. S . . Who are we? Brenda Gibson,
Brenda took it in her stride. “Most projects contain atleast a e st
few surprises and I try not to be fazed by anything,” she laughs. :
Thertl;ee trunk wa?s] Mandy’s prize Zrchy;se V\%hen visit?n Whereare we? 18 White Hart Lane,
) ysprzep & London SW13 0PY. Tel: 0208 878 2282.
New York with husband John and sons Harry, 10, and George, -
« .. . . ) wwuw.completeinterior.co.uk
five.“We saw it in a showroom and immediately thought it o :
. R What we do Residential interior design
would make a fantastic shower screen for our new bathroom, . . .
B Business history Brenda Gibson, 45, set up
recalls Mandy. “We love the look and feel of wood and thought o o
. o . R her business in 1998 after studuing interior
it would make a striking addition to the room. . .
. o . design at Chelsea School of Art & Design and
Half way through the renovation of their Victorian home - o .
. . obtaining a degreeininterior architecture at
in south-west London, Mandy presented the tree idea to : ; : ) :
. . the University of Brighton.“Previously, I had
Brenda, who had been busy drawing up plans to create their . ; ;
. o workedin the financial sector, but | wanted
new master bedroom, dressing area and en suite. ‘Ireally . -
. . . to do something more creative,” she sauys.
appreciated the way Brenda just smiled and treated the ’ L '
. s » Today, her practice specialises in classic
arrival of the tree as if it were an everyday occurrence, e
B . and contemporary residentialinteriors in
says Mandy. “Brenda was recommended by two friends, | sree e e e Es e Eurre
after completing the interior design of their homes, so T knew " like the challenge of doin, different thin s'
she was experienced,” she adds. “ButIalso liked the way . = g ) g
. . e and enjoy pushing boundaries,” saus Brenda,
she was very attentive to our requirements and didn'’t try ‘ g o
inflict her style on
to ctherstyleontous” atKLC School of Designin London. Interior

/M SO PLEASED WITHTHERESULT THATIMCONGTO e o
SET TO LWORK LITHBRENDA ON RE-DESIGNING THEREST  Sutiessormonnar
OF THEHOUSE S e

essential retailer case study

But before Brenda could grapple with the challenges bathroom, itis the tree trunk that really catches the eye. Unfortunately it's the smallest art of the iob”
presented by the bulk and weight of the treeshehad tore-  “It was technically quite a challenge to getitinstalled safely,” = . h . .
. . . . i . 2 Least favourite aspect of job "Ordering
plan the space, once a small bedroom with a tiny en suite admits Brenda. “As you can imagine, it’s pretty heavy, so we

Strange but true “It's not everyday you

shower room — complete with a basin in the cupboard—and  had to strengthen the floor” The timber has been given '
get asked toputatree trunkinaroomas

a poky study with a bulky water tank occupyingmuch ofit. ~ several coats of yacht varnish to make it water resistant,

The first step was to demolish some of the internal walls ~ while lights inserted into the floor ensure the natural grain gshowerscreen

and reposition the water tank on the ground floor, so the of the wood is shown off. .
area could be totally remodelled as a larger bedroom and “I'm so pleased with the result that I'm going to set to work Th|S pG|Ette Of COlOUfS
spacious en suite. with Brenda on re-designing the rest of the house,” says m(]kes a beU|0US

“My brief was to create a very luxurious interior,” says Mandy. “This palette of colours makes a fabulous starting . :
Brenda of her initial conversations with Mandy. “Icould tell  point for the other rooms, too.” StGrtlng DOlnt fOf the
atonce from the furniture and paintings already in the other rooms, too
house that Mandy and John love the colour combination of Mandy Stewart

product specification

dark chocolate and burnt orange, so that gave me a clue to
the starting point for the scheme.”

Brenda began to work with these colours, mixing in bronze
and rich textures against a simple white backdropin the
bathroom. The bespoke burnt orange lacquer vanity unit
topped with chocolate brown glass picks up on Mandy’s
favourite colours, and sparkling bronze mosaics in the wall
niches complement the painting on the wall.

“We also discussed practical issues, such as storage, so that
the whole place would be highly functional, too,” says Brenda
of the vanity unit, which provides the main cupboard space
in the room. In keeping with the request for contemporary
fittings, many of the products were sourced from CP Hart.

‘It was important to select fittings that were simple, clean-
lined and elegant, so as not to compete with the vibrant
colours of the room,” explains Brenda.

While the freestanding bath is the centrepiece of the

client profile
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